
 

Previous  Meetings                                        

The Yuletide social on 9
th
 December was held for the first 

time at the Ludlow Women's Centre, which turned out to be 
a very suitable venue. Committee members took care of 
the catering and the usual quizzes were provided by Tony 
Mason and Pam Cusack. Sixteen group members enjoyed 
a very successful evening. 
 

Future  Meetings                                      

Our first event in the new year will coincide with the Darwin 
day celebrations planned in Shrewsbury on 4

th
 February 

2009. The event will commemorate the fact that Charles 
Darwin was born 200 years ago in Shrewsbury and will 
also mark the publication of his momentous work 'On the 
origin of Species' fifty years later. The event will take place 

at the Lord Hill Hotel, Abbey 
Foregate, Shrewsbury and will 
consist of a lecture by 
Professor Anthony Grayling 
addressing the controversy 
surrounding Darwin's theory of 
evolution. Starting time is 6.30 
pm. There is also an option to 
book for the preceding buffet at 
5 pm. Speaker tickets are £ 5 

and buffet tickets £ 9. Bookings can be made by 
telephoning the Shrewsbury Music Hall Box Office on 
01743 281281. Alternatively, for late bookings, contact 

Gwil Stephenson email liaison@marchessecularists.org 
or phone him on 01686 668325.  No need to send money, 
Gwil will collect on the day.  
 
On Tuesday 10

th
 March Humanist ceremony officiant and 

group member Sue Falder will give a talk on all aspects of 
Humanist ceremonies.  
Quaker Meeting House, Ludlow, 7.30 pm. 
 
On Tuesday 14

th
 April there will be a Statement of 

Values discussion. The Ministry of Justice is currently 
engaged in a fact finding exercise involving the gathering 
of  opinion from groups such as ourselves about 
government conduct and the values that the electorate 
considers of paramount importance in society. The April 
meeting will focus on putting together a list of core values 
which humanists feel are essential to the functioning of an 
inclusive and co-operative society. 
Quaker Meeting House, Ludlow, 7.30 pm 
 
Tuesday 12

th
 May - Annual General Meeting.  

Followed, time permitting, by a video of topical interest. 
Quaker Meeting House, Ludlow, 7.30 pm 
 
Sunday 14

th
 June. Summer Social. Details to follow. 

Membership renewals/donations 

 

It is time for the annual renewal of 
membership to the group. The subscription 
fee has again been held at just £ 5. To make 
renewal easy a membership form is 
enclosed as well as an addressed envelope. 
The WMHG frequently makes donations to 
humanist related charitable causes, the most 
recent one being a £ 100 gift to Amnesty 
International. To enable us to continue 
charitable support we cannot rely on 
subscriptions only. I am aware we live in 
relatively straitened times but hope that 
members will agree that our own difficulties 
pale into insignificance when set against the 
hardships endured by recipients of  Oxfam, 
Red Cross, Amnesty, Unicef and other 
welfare organisations that we support. 
Humanists tend to be generous when it 
comes to helping needy fellow human beings 
and our group is an excellent conduit for 
making this possible. So please add what 
you can spare to the basic subscription. It 
will allow us to continue the good work! 
Many thanks. 
 

Assisted dying 

In the last newsletter a request was made for 
members to contact local MPs asking them 
to sign the early day motion relating to the 
'Coroners and Justice Bill' which is due to be 
debated in parliament. This provides an 
opportunity for modernising the law in 
respect of assisted suicide. I and a number 
of other members have written to Philip 
Dunne MP asking him to support a change in 
the law and I am quoting his reply below. 
Philip Dunne tends not to be sympathetic to 
humanist concerns but he must be given 
credit for the prompt attention he pays to 
issues raised.  
 
Dear Tony, 
Thank you for your letter of 22

nd
 December in 

support of EDM 230 – Debate on Modernisation 
of the Suicide Act 1961. Although I do sign EDMs 
from time to time, I prefer to sign those tabled by 
my parliamentary colleagues or, if not, those with 
wording with which I entirely agree. 
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As far as your support for medically assisted deaths for 
dying patients is concerned, in line with many other moral 
and ethical issues, this is a free vote issue for 
Conservatives. However, I do not believe that we should 
allow doctors or others positively to accelerate death 
because I am concerned about the long-term 
consequences for society of permitting such action. 
However I note the points that you have made and 
welcome the opportunity to set out where I stand on the 
conditions in which we care for those who are close to the 
end of their lives. 
Conservatives fully recognise the vital role that palliative 
care plays, both for patients and their families. I believe 
that, through the NHS, people should have access to 
palliative care services appropriate to their need and 
everyone should be able to exercise choice about their 
place of care at the end of life. 
Unfortunately there are currently too many people who die 
in hospital, but who would have wished to die at home or in 
a hospice. Unfortunately, we cannot hope to meet 
everyone's wishes. However, with an improved system of 
support, information and care we can aim to ensure that 
more people receive end-of-life care in their preferred 
setting. 
Conservatives have recently outlined our proposals for 
palliative care services. A Conservative Government would 
support the roll out of the 'Gold Standards' framework for 
palliative care which aims to ensure that the care for 
patients nearing the end of their life is as good as possible. 
The seven key standards aimed for under this framework 
are: 
� communication 
� co-ordination 
� controlling symptoms 
� continuity of care out-of-hours 
� continued learning 
� carer support 
� care in the dying phase 
 
In addition, we would establish advice to the NHS on end-
of-life care which would reflect these standards. 
We must also recognise the splendid contribution made by 
the Hospice Movement and the voluntary sector in the 
provision of palliative care. We need to ensure that the 
NHS and the Hospice Movement are able to work together 
to make improvements to end-of-life care. Fundamental to 
achieving this aim is the implementation of the national 
tariff with respect to palliative care. The tariff will in effect 
offer full cost recovery to voluntary sector providers in 
relation to the services they provide, which would 
otherwise have been provided by the NHS. 
This government has failed to meet the needs of those 
reaching the end of their lives. In 2005, it promised to 
double its expenditure on palliative care but has yet to 
meet this commitment. Conservatives want to create long 
term clarity over funding and to make sure that the dignity 
and choice which patients have a right to expect, is met. 
Yours sincerely, 
Philip Dunne 

 
Older people abandoning religion  
Saga, the organisation for the over-50s, has 
carried out a large scale survey of its members 
and found that a quarter of them now call 

themselves atheists or agnostics. The 
poll of 15,500 people, carried out for the 
Daily Telegraph, showed that only one in 
four older Britons want the Church of 
England to remain established (most of 
them couldn't care less one way or the 
other).  
The majority of those polled worship or 
pray less frequently than they used to 
and many admit that their belief in God 
has evaporated as they got older. One in 
five said their religious beliefs were now 
weaker than earlier in their adult lives 
and 14 per cent said they now had more 
doubts about God's existence.  
This is more bad news for the Church of 
England as even its most traditionally 
faithful demographic begins to desert it. It 
is also indicative of the way that society 
is moving generally. The CofE's 
established status becomes more and 
more difficult to justify. If even older 
people, who are generally regarded as 
the backbone of the faith, think it is time 
for a change, then the Government ought 
to give some serious consideration to 
new constitutional arrangements that 
better reflect the reality of our society.  
 

Stephen Green reports atheist 
bus slogan to ASA  
Christian fundamentalist Stephen Green 
has complained to the Advertising 
Standards Authority over the atheist bus 
slogan. Mr Green says: "If you're going 
to put out what appears to be a factual 
statement then you have to be able to 
back it up. They've got to substantiate 
this proposition that in all probability, God 
doesn't exist."  Representing a religion 
that is unparalleled in making statements 
without supporting evidence this must be 
the ultimate example of a  pot calling a 
kettle black. 
He should be careful that this campaign 
— like most of his others — doesn't 
backfire. If he were to win it, surely every 
Christian advert that adorns the front of 
churches and railways stations would 
have to be taken down. But he 'reasons': 
"There is plenty of evidence for God, 
from people's personal experience, to 
the complexity, interdependence, beauty 
and design of the natural world."  
 


